Biomarkers in tumor diagnostics

Tumor markers represent a subset of biomarkers that are indicative for cancerous growth. Most of these marker are being produced by both normal cells
and tumor cells. However, the levels at which they are present in bodily fluids like urine, saliva, or blood are typically significantly higher in patients with
various malignancies.

There are various tumor markers being used that can be classified based on their function, the way they are detected, or the kind of sample in which they
are measured. A perfect tumor marker is highly specific and differentiates reliably between healthy individuals and cancer patients. It can be a universal
tumor marker or specific for one particular malignancy. It should enable early detection of early stage tumors while distinguishing tumor stages and

providing prognostic value for outcome and potential recurrence. Lastly, it should be easily measurable with established techniques to follow any changes

during the course of a treatment.
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Alpha-fetoprotein
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